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last time they would assemble as
one group.

There was some concern
prior to the program that the
ceremony would have to be
relocated or delayed due to rain.
Fortunately, though the wind
blew steadily at times, the rain
held back, and the largely student-
run commencement exercises
commenced as planned.

Following a beautiful
rendition of the national anthem
by the UCHS Chamber Choir,
senior Richard Banton Jr. took
a few moments to welcome
everyone in attendance.

“On behalf of the Class of
2018, I offer a systemwide thank
you to everyone who took part
in offering us the opportunity to
learn in a stable, engaging and
nurturing environment,” said
Banton.

He went on to highlight
the athletic and academic
achievements of the many
in their ranks, as well as the
employability skills instilled
in him and his classmates
throughout high school.

“Together, these skillsets
create a snapshot of who we
are to our future employers,”
said Banton. “We know that
our resumes need to contain
a strong sense of the abilities
and accomplishments that help
define us.”

Inher Valedictory Address,
Ally Horinek shared her feelings
of confidence in the Class of
2018, and she challenged her
friends to “embrace the thrill of
uncertainty.”

“As we turn to this new
chapter of our lives, the pages
of our stories are blank, and the
possibilities for our futures are
endless,” said Horinek. “For
some of you, that uncertainty
can be quite terrifying, but what
you don’t realize is that you're
looking at it wrong.

“That uncertainty is what
makes this part of our futures
so exciting. Rather than feeling
pressured to plan out your entire
future all at once, look at this
new chapter as an opportunity
to try new things and to find your
passion. You will never know
what you are meant to do in life
until you try it.”

Salutatorian McKenzie
Hooper delivered a message
centered on the future as well,
remarking that her classmates
“should be proud of what we’ve
accomplished.”

“We’re venturing all over
the world,” said Hooper. “Whether
we’re staying in Georgia, joining
the military, going out West or
up North, joining the workforce,
or even taking a gap year to
study abroad in South Korea,
each and every one of us is
pursuing opportunities that are
all wonderful and unique in their
own right. So, you should all be
very proud of yourselves.”

Clay Pickelsimer and
Michael Victoria took turns that
evening walking their fellow
seniors down memory lane
with their shared “Moment of
Reflection” remarks, only to come
full circle to the recurring theme
of the night — the adoption of a
forward-looking perspective.

“May we leave here
tonight looking fondly back
upon the memories we’ve made,
but at the same time setting sights
for an incredible future,” said

Pickelsimer, as he and Victoria
encouraged their cohort to “Raise

Up!”

Senior Anthony Grader
entertained his peers and
graduation guests with a stellar
saxophone interpretation of Bill
Withers’ classic “Lean On Me,” a
song suggestive of the strong ties
binding the Class of 2018.

After diplomas had been
handed out, C.T. Hussion led
his first “Turning of the Tassels”
ceremony as principal of the
high school, and John Hill, too,
led his first Presentation of Class
as superintendent of the school
system.

In their first act together
as graduates, the Class of 2018
watched on, Samantha Bruce,
Amy Parks, Mary Flater and
Gabrielle Santilli performed the
Alma Mater.

Elena Griggs ushered
in the end of the ceremony
with closing remarks thanking
“parents, siblings, loved ones,
close friends, family friends,
teachers and staff.”

“As we make the next
step into the world, may we
always remember our roots and
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UCHS Class of 2018 seniors lined up to receive their diplomas
in Mike Colwell Memorial Stadium on May 25.
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Vatsal Trivedi receiving his hard-earned diploma from UCHS

Principal C.T. Hussion.

the people who helped plant our
foundation,” said Griggs. “We
are now graduates of Union

County High School.

“We are now the ones
future graduates will come to
for advice and support. We are
representative of future teachers,
engineers, military members,
tradesmen, entrepreneurs, and
most importantly, difference
makers.”

Continued Griggs:
“Whatever life throws our way,
may we stand strong, give sage
advice, and be the change the
world deserves. We’ve made
it this far, and we all have the
power to keep persevering.”

Following Griggs’ parting
words, the Class of 2018 made its
way to a big inflatable screen at
the end of the field to watch the
class video.

The class song, “Five More
Minutes” by Scotty McCreery,
played in the background as
the students spent five more
minutes together in their last
class activity.

A fireworks display served
as the ceremony’s grand finale
that evening, lighting up the night
sky in a symbolic representation
of the bright futures ahead for the
graduates of the Class of 2018.
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UCHS Class of 2018 Salutatorian McKenzie Hooper in the May
25 graduation ceremony.
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Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio *

Art Classes

563 Gainesville Hwy...1 mile south of town
Blairsville 6A 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com \

© ™ Local s Regional

20 Years Experience
Stephen Young, Owner/Operator

stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

GEORGIA
MOVING

706-970-7573

RAFNSEONEFURNHINS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St. * Blairsville, GA

L

Timberwood
Mountain Realty

5593 US Hwy 64W, Murphy, NC 28906

Office: 828-837-0424
Cell: 352-299-0543
Res: 706-400-5723

jim@timberwoodmtn.com

Mountain Homes, Lands,
and Investment Properties

J|m Story www.timberwoodmtn.com

RECOVE
WAL 2 0VER),
N
PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

) 706040002988

[CommerncialgResidential

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com

24 Scott Drive e Blairsville, GA

706-745-GRUB

Horse Camp
-mdl> Trackrock Stables bﬂ:

Combine the beauty of the
mountains with a complete
horseback experience

706-745-5252

*Ask about our locals discount.
Advance reservations required.

www. Trackrock.com

(706) 745-0264

Michelin

£l Uniroyal

Oscar Thomas - Owner

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Qil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

www.sesprayfoam.com
Budget

Blinds

The best in custom blinds and window coverings

Free In-Home Consultation!

Shutters « Wood Blinds « Honeycomb
Roller/Solar Shades « Roman Shades « Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!
www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009
Text 40691 & enter Keyword: blinds

Personal Loans - Starter Loans - (ons'odation Loans and more

www. Iffc.com

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE
706-745-6111

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
ial Corporatlon NMLSR#141654, Georgia
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

MONTGOMERY

706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

il

TUFSTUF |

CONCRETE

~|FOR'ALLYOUR CONCRETEINEEDS/~
Formlng 'through|Einishing; HouseSlabs;
Driveways, Sidewalks; Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand'SmallfJobs!

Serwng North Georgia:since1997¢/ Insured|

" Call 706-781-1806

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales
154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-3145 » 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225
Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net
Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

We have NON-OBAMACARE

Confused? Get the Answers

Health Insurance Plans

Contact Tom Taylor of the
Taylor Imurdnce Group * Blairsville, GA

770-298-9161
Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your
coverage. Join us over coffee to review all the options available to
you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered
by your plan. We will work 12 months a year and prove
“We Do What Others Promise.”
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans
for those turning 65 in 2018!
Who is Tom Taylor?
Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his medical
retirement from the US Army as a LTC. He has numerous awards, such
as LUTCF, LILI AlA, Lifeleaders of GA & SC, Instructor for new agents.
His awards for the Army include Silver Star, Bronze Stars,
Meritorious Service Medals, Army Commendation Medals, Combat
Infantry Badge, Airborne Wings, Air Crew Wings, Air Medal, Meritorious
Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, Reservest National Guard
Achievement Medal and National Defense Medal recipient.

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large
Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling,
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure
Washing, Staining, Painting.
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

GOAOCH

DRIVERS WANTED

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR QUALIFIED DRIVERS TO MAKE
GOOCH TRUCKING COMPANY. INC. THEIR NEW HOME.

We are currently expanding our fleet and looking for drivers with
2 or more years experience to join the Gooch team. To apply,
please contact Lori Prentice at 1-800-440-7144
or go online at www.goochtrucking.com for online application.

Live Oak Professional

QLawn Care

A complete Lawn Care Company
Licensed & Insured

Call us Today for a Free Estimate
706-400-0033 or 828-5570612




